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After the shoebox,
The Greatest Journey begins

The Greatest Journey

Making Jesus Known
to the Next Generation

S A M A R I TA N ’ S  P U R S E

Sharing the Gospel through Operation Christmas ChildFollow-up Discipleship through The Greatest Journey

In 1993, Samaritan’s Purse 

launched a unique Gospel 

outreach to children called 

Operation Christmas Child. What 

began as a ministry to share gift 

boxes and the Good News with 

28,000 su� ering children in Bosnia has grown into 

a dynamic global campaign that has impacted 

more than 113 million boys and girls in 150 nations.

We developed The Greatest Journey 

to disciple children who have received 

shoebox gifts. Working through local 

churches and trained teachers, we walk 

them through the Bible from creation to 

the Cross, invite them to trust Jesus as 

their Savior, and prepare them to share 

the Gospel with friends and families. Since 2010, more 

than 4.6 million children in 96 countries have enrolled and 

2 million have made professions of faith in Christ.

We developed The Greatest Journey 

to disciple children who have received 

shoebox gifts. Working through local 

churches and trained teachers, we walk 

the Gospel with friends and families. Since 2010, more 

Making Disciples in Every Nation 113 Million Children Receive Gift Boxes
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20 Million
Children

110
Nations

84
Languages

50,000
Churches involved

650,000
Teachers trained

$120 Million
Campaign

The Mandate

The Challenge

The Urgency

“Go therefore and 

make disciples of all 

the nations, … teaching 

them to observe all 

things that I have 

commanded you.”

—Matthew 28:19-20

80 percent of 

Christians make a 

decision to accept 

Christ between the 

ages of 4 and 14

Every child in every 

nation needs to hear 

the Gospel

Let’s 
Disciple
20 million 
children
by 2019

4.6 Million 
children 
enrolled

20192014 20152010

The goal: 
20 Million 

children

= 1 Million

03-10-211



The Greatest Journey: Discipling 20 Million Children by 2019

Africa

SAMARITAN’S PURSE   |    A GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR CHILD EVANGELISM 2015 – 2019

“Together we can bring 
the world’s most important 
message to the world’s 
most receptive hearts.”
    Franklin Graham, President

Eurasia
Americas

Nations are 
transformed
LIBERIA “I used to see other 
leaders as separate from me,” 
said Pastor Wallace. “But as 

God called us together to disciple the children 
of our nation through The Greatest Journey, He 
pulled down those walls of division. We now 
plan and pray as a community of faith for the 
discipling of our children and the transformation 
of our nation.”

The Right Tools

• 12 Bible lessons 

• Created by educational experts

• Colorfully illustrated

• Multi-cultural

• Graduates receive a New Testament 
in their own language

In the Right Hands

• Coordinated by local churches

• Led by trained teachers

• 25:1 student/teacher ratio

• Boys and girls are discipled

• Churches grow

Eternal Results

• Decisions for Christ

• Families restored

• Children share their faith with others

• New churches are born

• The nations are reached with the                    
Gospel of Jesus Christ

$6 per child provides

Churches are 
equipped to make 
disciples
MEXICO Veronica teaches The 
Greatest Journey to children 

at the same orphanage where she once lived. “I 
want these kids to learn that there’s Someone 
who’s going to love them, Someone who’s never 
going to leave them,” she said. “One day they 
can teach other kids about God, and make this a 
generation that will change the world.”

Children come
to know Jesus
PERU “In my life, I’ve decided 
to be a light in the darkness,” 
said 13-year-old Luis Peña. “I 

want to give that light to those who are lost and 
I want them to have that light so that they can 
share it with others.”

Families are 
restored
MONGOLIA “In Sunday school 
a boy named Erdenebayar 
got a shoebox and studied 

The Greatest Journey. When I asked about his 
life, he cried and said his parents were divorced. 
We started praying. I called his mom and shared 
about Jesus. She became a Christian and the 
family united again. There was a big change 
because of a child’s prayer. Praise the Lord!”

Churches grow
& multiply
FIJI A group of 15 boys 
and girls accepted Christ 
during the study of The 

Greatest Journey and invited their friends to 
take the course. As more children enrolled 
in The Greatest Journey, over 700 accepted 
Jesus Christ and four new village churches 
were formed. 

7.8M

CURRENT 1.3 M

2019 GOAL

4.4M

CURRENT 0.9 M

2019 GOAL

AmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericasAmericas
7.8M

CURRENT 2.4 M

2019 GOAL

Teacher training

Graduation certifi cate

Shipping costs

The Greatest Journey 
curriculum in the 
child’s language

Leader’s Guide for 
local teacher

New Testament in the 
child’s language

Testimonies of Faith

child’s language
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“Go therefore and 

make disciples of all 

the nations, … teaching 

them to observe all 

things that I have 

commanded you.”

—Matthew 28:19-20

80 percent of 

Christians make a 

decision to accept 
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Every child in every 
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