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International Film Festival

Recommended Size: All Group Sizes 
Recommended Age: All Age Groups

Objective: Help your guests experience the impact of Operation Christmas 
Child like never before through the International Film Festival. Operation 
Christmas Child videos will give your audience a better understanding of 
the project and capture their hearts for God’s work around the world.  
(It contains a significant public speaking component, and quality audio/
visual equipment and support is essential.)

Agenda: 
45-60 minutes

• As people arrive on the ‘red carpet’ have volunteers greet them  
  and direct them to the snack table before the movies start.

• 2-minute welcome: Read suggested Welcome Script

• 7-8 minutes per a video, including Country Scripts for each 

• Read Philippines Script to introduce the first film

• Play video: Christmas Comes to the Philippines (5:15)

• Read Uganda Script to introduce Uganda

• Play video: Good News: Daniella’s Story (4:29)

• Read Moldova Script to introduce Moldova

• Play video: Moldova: Open for the Gospel (6:43)

• Read Fiji Script to introduce Fiji

• Play video: Worth the Walk (6:31)

• 10 minutes: Wrap-Up Script

• Play video: How to Pack a Shoebox: The New Kid (4:37)
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International Film Festival

Location Suggestions:

• Church Sanctuary

• Church or School Gym

• Church Fellowship Hall

• Community Center 

Food and Decoration Suggestions:

• Red carpet in the entrance, made from a roll of red vinyl from  
  a dollar store 

• Big stars with the Operation Christmas Child logo taped to the walls  
  or hanging from the ceiling

• White Christmas lights

• Host in black-tie formal

• Maps/country pictures 

• Music

• Popcorn/Candy/Drinks 

Set Up:

• Set up a snack table near the entrance to your “theater.”

• Play international music in the background while people enter and  
  get their snacks. 

• Set up a podium with a microphone next to the screen.  
  Optional: Spotlight emcee.

• Dim the lighting in your “theater.”

• Print copies of the Welcome Script, Country Scripts, and the  
  Wrap-Up Script

• Encourage the host to practice reading the country  
  scripts in advance of your event to ensure they read  
  each one clearly and with energy. 
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International Film Festival

Sample Invitation Text:

Lights! Camera! Action! Come walk the red carpet and join us for a night 
of stories and culture as we view God’s work in the Philippines, Uganda, 
Moldova, and Fiji at the International Film Festival.

(When) 
(Where) 
For more information contact: (Name)

Sample Poster Text:

International Film Festival 
Presented by (Church or Group) and Operation Christmas Child 
Come view God’s work in the Philippines, Uganda, Moldova, and Fiji!

Pulpit/Bulletin/Web Announcement: 

Have you ever wished you could see firsthand the lives that are being 
changed because of your Operation Christmas Child shoebox? On (date) 
we will be hosting an International Film Festival for the whole family. Come 
sit back and relax as we play videos that will capture your heart for how 
God is working in Philippines, Uganda, Moldova, and Fiji. 

For more information, contact: (Name)

Welcome Script: 

Welcome to tonight’s International Film Festival! My name is (name) and I 
will be your host for the evening. We are delighted to take you on a journey 
to far-off lands, to see four countries that have experienced the impact 
of Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. You all looked splendid walking 
down the red carpet, now it is time to grab some popcorn, take your seats, 
and silence your phones. In five minutes we will embark on our international 
adventure. Sit back and relax as we being our journey with the Philippines. 
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International Film Festival

International Film Festival – Philippines Script

The people of the Philippines are as diverse as their more than  
7,000 islands. 

Located between the South China Sea and Pacific Ocean, this country is 
comprised of a variety of ethnic and tribal groups with over 150 languages 
and several distinct dialects. 

The islands have been deeply marked by Spanish and North American 
cultures dating back to when the Spaniards first colonized the islands in the 
16th century. The impact of this cultural influence can be seen in the arts, 
food, and religion of this vast nation. 

Though comprised completely of islands, the Philippines boasts the  
13th largest population in the world, with approximately 100 million people. 
This is staggering considering it is similar in land mass to Arizona which  
has a population of only 7 million.  

In a country of beautiful beaches and mountains, the ugliness of poverty 
stands in stark contrast. It is estimated that more than 18.4 million Filipinos 
are living in extreme poverty, with an income of $1.25 or less per day. Many 
impoverished families live in handmade homes in rural areas and earn their 
meager wages by working in the agricultural sector, mainly fishing and 
farming. A growing number live in poverty in urban areas as well. These are 
mainly immigrants. 

Despite the poverty, the educational system in the Philippines provides  
free public education for children. Filipino students are in the classroom  
40 weeks out of the year and less than 74% finish primary school. 

Little, however, could have prepared them for one of earth’s most powerful 
natural disasters. Deadly Typhoon Haiyan hit the Philippines in November 
2013. It was one of the worst storms ever recorded. Samaritan’s Purse was 
among the first to respond, stepping in to provide tarps, hygiene kits, and 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts in Jesus’ Name. The joy that came 
out of each shoebox brought hope to children and families facing great 
catastrophe. 

Watch and see a tangible expression of God’s love as  
it rebuilds the hearts of communities flooded with loss.
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International Film Festival

International Film Festival – Uganda Script

The mere mention of the East African nation of Uganda conjures up images 
of intense poverty, civil unrest, and violent conflict.

Between 1986-2006, the world witnessed horror as the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) captured, abused, and forcibly enlisted at least 66,000 child 
soldiers. The atrocities of the LRA left tens of thousands dead and more 
than 2 million people displaced. 

But Uganda is more than its broken past and history of violence.

This country, which has a land mass comparable to the state of Minnesota, 
is home to more than 37 million people, the vast majority employed in the 
agriculture industry. Uganda is a major producer and exporter of bananas 
and coffee.

Nearly 88 percent of Ugandans live in rural settings where most have 
homes made of mud and thatched roofs. In cities like Kampala, there is 
a stark contrast between the life of the higher income earners and those 
relegated to huge slum areas. 

While many Ugandans have resource-related jobs, the average monthly 
income in the country is only $134 (USD) per month. AIDS and malnutrition 
are major concerns.

Ninety percent of children in Uganda are enrolled in primary or secondary 
education, but about 50 percent of the students fail to complete the seven 
years of primary education. Only 25 percent of potential students enroll in 
secondary level education.

The road to a successful or prosperous future for most children is wrought 
with challenges and difficulties. While material wealth is out reach for many, 
the richness of the Gospel is being welcomed and received by children 
through Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.

Travel with us now to Uganda as children in Kampala receive shoebox 
gifts—the first presents some have ever received. With the shoebox comes 
the realization that someone in the world loves them. And it’s a reminder 
that God loves them, too.

That is just the beginning of their story.
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International Film Festival

International Film Festival – Moldova Script

Sandwiched between Romania and Ukraine is the tiny country of Moldova. 
Moldova emerged as an independent republic following the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991 and remains the poorest country in Europe. Its fragile 
economy relies heavily on agriculture and the entire country’s well-being 
often feels susceptible to the rains and frosts of each season. 

Two-thirds of Moldovans are of Romanian descent, and though they share a 
common cultural heritage and virtually identical languages, there is a distinct 
divide between the nations. This divide is rooted in long-held prejudice and 
the lingering influence of years of living under the communist regime. 

The land of Moldova is 13,050 square miles, about the size of Massachusetts. 
However, the nation is only half as densely populated. There are so few jobs 
and opportunities in the tiny nation that many of the 3.5 million people rely 
on family members who live and work elsewhere to help provide enough 
resources to eke out a meager existence. Even with this outside help, most 
Moldovans live well below the poverty line.

Though often defined by lack, there is depth to be found here. 

The people of Moldova are warm and hospitable even though they face 
seemingly insurmountable challenges. Their culture is defined by friendships 
and deep personal connections such that they welcome to their table friends 
and guests alike to share what meager resources they possess. 

Education is mandatory for kids from 6 to 17 years old. However, many 
students drop out of school in order to find work to help support their family, 
or they simply leave for the promise of a better life elsewhere. More than 
100,000 children are left to fend for themselves as older siblings and parents 
have left in pursuit of life beyond the borders.

But God is at work in Moldova. Since 1996, Samaritan’s Purse has been 
delivering Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to the children of Moldova. 
Since that time 1,419,239 shoeboxes have reached the boys and girls of 
this nation and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is taking root. Shoebox gifts are 
bringing hope, joy, and color to places that have long been gray.

The light of Jesus is shining in Moldova. Come now  
and see how God is changing the story of one little  
girl named Marina.  
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International Film Festival

International Film Festival – Fiji Script

Long beautiful beaches stretch like ribbons in the South Pacific. Tourists 
sip from coconuts, and enjoy the relaxing island life at dozens of five-star 
resorts along the island’s shoreline. Fiji is beautiful in every season and a 
popular destination for the world’s vacationing elite. 

The people that inhabit the 333 Fijian Islands are some of the friendliest 
people in the world. 

With a large amount agricultural resources and a thriving tourism industry, 
Fiji has one of the most developed economies in the Pacific Islands. 

Just behind the façade of perfectly maintained tourist locations, however, 
poverty is a reality for many. The farther you go from the main islands and 
towns, the more people struggle to survive. 

Along with various social classes of indigenous Fijians, there is a large 
population that traces their roots to India, making cultural and religious 
divides strong. Many Fijians belong to various Christian denominations but 
there are sharp divisions between these churches. Add to that the deeply 
rooted Hindu and Muslim influences and tensions can run high.  

Since 2005, 430,901 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes have been sent 
to the children of Fiji. These shoeboxes come wrapped in the hope and love 
of Jesus. Through this project of Samaritan’s Purse, Christians in Fiji have 
crossed cultural and denominational divides in a united effort to reach the 
next generation for Christ.

Like a stone thrown in the water, each shoebox has a ripple effect, 
spreading from one child, to their family, to the whole church, and finally 
their communities. 

After the shoebox comes The Greatest Journey discipleship program, 
deepening children’s understanding and commitment to the Gospel. 

Through the efforts of faithful Operation Christmas Child and The 
Greatest Journey volunteers, the Gospel is growing in Fiji. Pastor Waisea 
(pronounced ‘Wise’) is one of these volunteers who followed God’s call  
and saw Him accomplish great things.  
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International Film Festival

Wrap-Up Script:

I hope you have enjoyed this evening as much as I have. From the 
mountains of the Philippines to the mango trees of Fiji, we have seen 
how simple shoebox gifts are being used by God to change lives and 
communities. Your shoebox, too, can have a great impact. We are now 
going to shine the spotlight on some kids who know that packing a 
shoebox is so simple that even kids can do it … even the NEW kid. 

[** New Kid Video**]

It is my great honor to welcome to the stage (project leader) who will  
close out our wonderful time together. [He/She] will be sharing with us how 
we can enter into the story of a child in a nation like the ones we witnessed 
this evening. 

Project Leader: 

Thank you, [host]. It is so encouraging to see what God has been doing 
around the world through a simple shoebox and The Greatest Journey.  
Here at (church) we have set our goal at ______. For you who have not 
packed a shoebox before, and to even our experienced packers, here are 
some things you need to know:

• Provide information on how to pack a shoebox. Bring a packed   
  shoebox with you and show items that can be packed. Give examples  
  of other quality items, as well as inappropriate ones. Take a moment  
  to mention the value of including a “wow” item.

• Explain the importance of the suggested $7 shipping donation. 

• Share the value of getting others involved in your efforts.

• Thank guests for attending and close the evening with prayer.
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