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to be the hands and feet of Jesus year-round 

by helping those in need in your community and around the world. We hope you’ll 
enjoy the ideas and tools we’ve put together and see how easy it is to help your 
family thrive by making a big difference to someone else. We thank you for that 
commitment and hope you’ll help share the good news of Jesus Christ by partnering 
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Make Giving a Part of Everyday Living 

by Dean Ridings, former Editorial Director of marriage content at Focus on the Family

As our four children were growing up, we sought to make giving a part of everyday living. In 

the process, we’ve discovered time and again the truth of Jesus’ words, “It is more blessed to give 

than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

My wife, Kim, and I didn’t have to look far to find places to give. We started with our neighbors. 

We would bake fresh goodies, pack them up and deliver them via red wagon to the families 

on our street. Our kids were a bit confused at first as the cookies that they worked so hard to 

prepare went into gift packages. But they learned to love the smiles on our neighbors’ faces 

come delivery time. 

We learned about an organization dedicated to sharing Christ’s love with international college 

students by connecting them with “friendship partner” families for meals, events and the like. 

Throughout the years, we have opened our home to students from many nations. Our family 

especially enjoyed it when some of our new friends made us a special meal prepared in the 

Japanese tradition.

We also discovered a host of opportunities through our local church. Our family donated 

supplies for the church food pantry and always brought canned goods when the church took  

up a special collection for local charities when their supplies ran low.

Finally, Christmas proved a natural time to give. Each year our kids would provide gifts to needy 

children through Samaritan’s Purse ministry Operation Christmas Child and another program 

that provided Christmas presents to kids in the names of their imprisoned parents. These 

organizations helped us come together as a family as we shopped, selected and wrapped gifts 

together. Our kids were particularly helpful when it came to selecting gifts for children their 

own age—they seemed to know exactly what they would want. 

Our hearts were encouraged by the fact that the folks at the prison ministry and Operation 

Christmas Child included a reflection of Christ’s love in the form of a comic book or pamphlet 

with each gift to tell the young recipients about the greatest gift of all, God’s Son, Jesus.

In fact, when we hung our stockings on the fireplace mantle each year, our family included a 

stocking for Jesus. In it we placed something to remember our gifts by—an angel, a brochure,  

an advertisement. Because these gifts were His, we gave them to others in His name.

“All this helped us to understand the great needs there are nearby and around 

the world,” says our daughter Becca, now a young adult. “It gave us the 

opportunity to use what God had blessed us with to bless others. It’s part of 

who we are and what we do today.”



Ideas for Serving as a Family
One of the best ways that we can model God’s love is through our good 
works for others. Think of ways that you can all work together as a family to 
serve the people of your community. Invite your children to offer their own 
ideas—you may be surprised at what they come up with.
Ideas:

• Organize a canned food drive at your church. 
• Volunteer as a family at your local food bank.
• See the last page of this kit for lots of ideas on how to volunteer 

locally for Operation Christmas Child.
• Bring an elderly neighbor a gift box packed with treats.
• Have older children volunteer to do yard work for elderly 

neighbors such as mowing the lawn, raking leaves or walking 
their dog.

• Invite a single soldier to a holiday dinner. 
• Volunteer to care for a soldier’s pet while they are deployed. 
• Make cards for military members overseas. 
• Sponsor an orphan overseas.
• Create care packages for teens in local group homes. Include 

toiletries, candy, Mp3 gift cards (can be as little as $5), hats, 
gloves, etc.

Family Devotional: “You Can Work 
as a Family to Serve Others”
ThrivingFamily.com features great content like this short and practical 
online devotional.

Free Magazine Subscription!
Thriving Family® Magazine is your go-to resource for all things marriage 
and family. From helpful tips on strengthening your relationship to fun and 
simple craft projects for you and your kids, Thriving Family is a great way 
to make every day count. And the best part? It’s absolutely free!
In every issue, you’ll get:

• age-specific parenting advice 
• faith-based family activities
• marriage tips
• book reviews
• support for single parents and blended families 
• and much more! 

Start your FREE subscription today!

Or call 1-800-A-FAMILY and reference source code 165509

http://www.thrivingfamily.com/Family/Faith/2012/family-devotions/you-can-work-as-a-family-to-serve-others.aspx
http://www.thrivingfamily.com/Family/Faith/2012/family-devotions/you-can-work-as-a-family-to-serve-others.aspx
http://www.thrivingfamily.com/Family/Faith/2012/family-devotions/you-can-work-as-a-family-to-serve-others.aspx
ThrivingFamily.com
http://family.christianbook.com/thriving-family-4-magazine/pd/1TFUSA6?p=1160695
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Ideas for Serving as a Couple
Give each other the gift of time. Spending time together as a 
couple serving others can help you and your spouse grow closer 
than ever before—and it’s simpler than you might think. 

• Work in a soup kitchen, food bank, rescue mission or 
homeless shelter. 

• Adopt a military family, especially when a spouse is 
deployed. 

• Participate in the political process (voter registration,  
polling, etc.). 

• Host a Christmas open house. A bag of pretzels, a can of 
peanuts, a plate of cookies and something to drink are all 
you need. Caring enough to reach out to your neighbors is 
what really matters.

• As an extra way to touch the world during the holidays, 
participate in Operation Christmas Child. See the last page 
of this kit for more information. 

• You can buy a pig or goat for a needy family through 
SamaritansPurse.org.

Serving Together as a Couple
In this insightful article series by Susan Mathis, co-author of 
Countdown for Couples: Preparing for the Adventure of 
Marriage, you’ll find excellent tips and advice for building a 
stronger marriage through acts of service. 

Living Intentionally to Impact Others 
Bob Welch, Matthew West and Lejla Allison 

You and your family can be a part of God’s great plan for serving others! 
Join host Jim Daly and guests Bob Welch, Matthew West and Lejla 
Allison as they each share stories and ideas to inspire and challenge 
families to serve selflessly in order to impact our world. 

National speaker and author Bob Welch explores teachable moments 
parents can have with their children to nurture hearts of service. Singer 
and songwriter Matthew West shares creative ways his family helped 
others at Christmas as he was growing up. You’ll also hear from Lejla 
Allison, who was a young girl in war-torn Bosnia when she received an 
Operation Christmas Child shoe box and learned of Jesus Christ and His 
love for her. This inspiring broadcast will equip you and your family for a 
lifetime of positive impact on the world around you. 

Listen now!

Susan Mathis and her book 

           Countdown for Couples:  
Preparing for the Adventure of Marriage

SamaritansPurse.org
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/marriage/daily_living/serving-together/serving-together-through-your-local-church.aspx
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/free-downloads/mp3/focus-daily-serving-as-a-family-this-christmas-download.mp3
http://family.christianbook.com/countdown-couples-preparing-the-adventure-marriage/dale-mathis/9781589974852/pd/974852%3Fitem_code%3DWW%26netp_id%3D506606%26event%3Devent%3DESRCG%26view%3Ddetails%26p%3D1160695
http://family.christianbook.com/countdown-couples-preparing-the-adventure-marriage/dale-mathis/9781589974852/pd/974852%3Fitem_code%3DWW%26netp_id%3D506606%26event%3Devent%3DESRCG%26view%3Ddetails%26p%3D1160695
http://family.christianbook.com/countdown-couples-preparing-the-adventure-marriage/dale-mathis/9781589974852/pd/974852%3Fitem_code%3DWW%26netp_id%3D506606%26event%3Devent%3DESRCG%26view%3Ddetails%26p%3D1160695
http://family.christianbook.com/countdown-couples-preparing-the-adventure-marriage/dale-mathis/9781589974852/pd/974852%3Fitem_code%3DWW%26netp_id%3D506606%26event%3Devent%3DESRCG%26view%3Ddetails%26p%3D1160695
http://family.christianbook.com/countdown-couples-preparing-the-adventure-marriage/dale-mathis/9781589974852/pd/974852%3Fitem_code%3DWW%26netp_id%3D506606%26event%3Devent%3DESRCG%26view%3Ddetails%26p%3D1160695
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kids like you

•

®

My name is Alina. 
Before I was  

born, my mama started 
packing shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas 
Child with her mama 
(my grandma). The first 
time I helped pack a 
shoebox, I was just a 
toddler. 

Now I am 7, and I still 
like to pack shoeboxes. 
In June, I had a lemonade 
stand so I could earn  
my own money for the 
Operation Christmas 
Child project. In four 

hours, I made $42! We 
went to the dollar store, 
and I found all kinds of 
small gifts. 

In the girl’s shoebox,  
I put bracelets and 
necklaces, barrettes, 
headbands, soft socks,  
a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
teddy bear, ball, candy, 
pencil, kaleidoscope, 

markers and pink boots!
I filled four shoeboxes 

for boys because 
Grandma said not  
as many people pack 
boy boxes. The boys 
got things like a small 
football, flashlight, 
stuffed dog, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, mini Frisbee, 
Play-Doh, a poncho and 
a coloring book!

I taped a letter and  
a picture of my family 
under each lid, and we 
prayed for the kids who 
would get our boxes.

I like doing Operation 
Christmas Child because 
we’re helping kids know 
about God’s love. It’s 
important for them to 
learn about God so they 
can go to heaven. 

name: Alina G.

age: 7

home: Colorado

hobbies: coloring and 

painting

Children’s Magazines
Focus on the Family Clubhouse® and Focus on the 
Family Clubhouse Jr.® magazines�
Kids can serve others, too. On this page and the next you’ll find 
sample content from Focus on the Family’s great children’s 
magazines. And now you can get a special deal on a one-year 
subscription to Clubhouse or Clubhouse Jr. for just $14.99—
nearly 50% off the regular rate!

Subscribe to the fun!

Or call 1-800-A-FAMILY and reference source code 165509

http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/cms_content?page=2720820&sp=118992&p=1160695
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Did you know . . .
• Since it began, Operation 
Christmas Child has hand-
delivered more than 100 
million shoe-box gifts to 
hurting kids around the world.

• If one year’s shoe-box gifts were 
stacked on top of each other, 
they would stand 146 times 
taller than Mount Everest! 
(Mount Everest is the world’s 
tallest mountain at 29,035 feet.)

• Shoe-box gifts travel by truck, 
boat, plane, bicycle, helicopter, 
donkey, dogsled,  
elephant and  
even oxen!Search down, across and diagonally to find gifts  

you can pack in an Operation Christmas Child shoe box:

Build a Box

PaPer
Pencils
Photo
soaP
socKs
toothBrush
toothPaste

Ball
coMB
crayons
doll
GuM
KaZoo
note
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Fun and Inspirational Videos

How to Pack a Shoe Box
Pack a shoe box with VeggieTales®.

Fist-bump Boy 
An African boy is thrilled to receive a shoe box gift from 
Samaritan’s Purse’s Operation Christmas Child.

Kassie Miller’s 1000 Boxes
Kassie Miller and her friends packed one thousand shoe 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child.

Kids’ Triathlon Fundraiser 
Kids get involved with Operation Christmas Child by 
participating in a kids’ triathlon.

Lemonade Stand Fundraiser 
Children in Camden, South Carolina, have a fundraiser 
with their lemonade stand for Operation Christmas Child.

A Boy’s Life Changed 
Luis was a rebel with no future before him, but after 
receiving his shoe box through Operation Christmas 
Child and then graduation from the The Greatest Journey 
discipleship program, his entire life has been changed.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFZBcB1a3Dk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNyLTkCIG6g&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAntNjMZlaM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbyBu4sMqng&feature=youtu.be
http://video.samaritanspurse.org/player/?vid=z6d21br5&c=11&title=pack-a-shoe-box-with-veggietales
http://video.samaritanspurse.org/player/?vid=z6d21br5&c=11&title=pack-a-shoe-box-with-veggietales
http://video.samaritanspurse.org/player/?vid=z6d21br5&c=11&title=pack-a-shoe-box-with-veggietales
http://video.samaritanspurse.org/player/?vid=z6d21br5&c=11&title=pack-a-shoe-box-with-veggietales
http://youtu.be/dP_-TyAx7AY
http://youtu.be/dP_-TyAx7AY
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Host a Packing Party 
Serving others is way more fun in groups. Gather everyone you know 
and host an Operation Christmas Child packing party! Everyone will love 
working together to help children in need across the globe. Have your 
friends and family bring their shoe boxes and supplies to your home. All 
you need to provide are the snacks—and maybe a bit of Christmas music 
to get you in the spirit of the season. 

Packing Party Activities
Here are some fun activities you might consider using during a party  
you host. 

Inappropriate Item Relay: 
This is a fun way to keep your kids entertained and active. Place the kids 
into even teams with an assigned shoe box. In the assigned group, line 
the kids up on a starting line. To keep them in order place a number for 
their team at the beginning of the line. Explain to the kids what types of 
items are inappropriate to pack in a shoe box. Inappropriate items are 
war related toys, liquids, lotions, perishable food, chocolate, vitamins and 
medications. Place a previously packed shoe box on the opposite side of 
the room with inappropriate items placed inside. The child will run down 
to a shoe box and remove the inappropriate item then run back to the 
team and drop it in the “local donations” box. The team who finishes first 
wins. Let the relay begin! (You can donate the ‘inappropriate’ items to 
local charities that accept them!) 

Life in an Orphanage: 
Create an orphanage-like setting in your home. Imagine an orphanage 
in a third-world country. Children will experience the life of an orphan 
through role-play and games. Ask the kids if they know what an 
orphanage is. Explain that orphanages are places where kids live who do 
not have mommies and daddies. Set up a few beds. This can be blankets 
on the floor. Start by telling the kids to choose a bed. If there are not 
enough beds some of the kids will have to share. Have the kids close 
their eyes and pretend to sleep. Wake them up and instruct them to put 
on their clothes (lay out a few oversized, old and tattered shirts) and have 
them go to the kitchen for breakfast. With a loaf of bread, have the kids 
play hot potato and pass the bread around the table, until you decide to 
stop. Tell the child who ended up with the bread, he/she is the winner and 
gets to drink the water first. Set out a cup of dirty water. Mix the water 
with crushed Oreos so it appears dirty. Talk about what children eat in an 
orphanage. Once you are done explaining, ask the kids what they usually 
do after breakfast, before school. Tell all the kids to line up at the sink. 
Holding up only one toothbrush explain that most kids do not have their 
own toothbrush so all the kids will have to share. Once the kids are ready 
for school give each kid a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask the kids to 
draw the one thing that they want more than anything in the world. Once 
the kids are done ask a few to share about their drawing. When you are 
finished, tell the kids to erase their drawings because they do not have 
enough paper and will need to use the same paper for school tomorrow.  
Be creative and insert your own ideas to help children understand how 
blessed they are to have a family, home, etc.
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Journey of a Shoe Box Melodrama

OVERVIEW
If you aren’t familiar with a spontaneous melodrama, it is a drama in which the actors are unaware of what is coming next. They are guided by whatever 
the narrator says that they do next. As the narrator, you will need to prepare and familiarize yourself with the flow of the drama and be ready to make the 
necessary changes in verbiage, depending on who is enlisted. the keys to a successful spontaneous melodrama are your timing (allow enough time for 
actors to act out what you say), inflection (let your voice guide the actors) and actor excitement (help your actors to really let themselves have fun with this).

As you will see, this drama is designed to give people a basic overview of Operation Christmas Child in a fresh, fun way. People will be having such a 
good time that they won’t realize how much they are learning!

CAST:
You will want to determine how many of each group to cast for acting. Even though some 
of these are inanimate objects, they are all roles. As you cast them (simply get volunteers 
to act out each part), place the actors where they need to be on stage. The family will be 
all the way on the left, and the children will be all the way on the right. As the box travels, it 
will travel from left to right until it arrives with the children.

PROPS:
All of the props will need to be on a table very near where you place the family. Hand the 
shoe box to the person who is cast as the shoe box. The other props will go into the box.

p Shoe box
p Toy(s)
p Toothpaste or soap
p  School supplies  

(pack of pencils, paper)

STORY:
[Once everyone is in their places, begin the story. Some parts are bracketed to help give you an idea of what exactly is intended to 
happen. Feel free to give verbal cues to cast members who didn’t quite understand what you were looking for. You may also find that 
repeating phrases or otherwise ad-libbing will help people to have fun and “act out” even more!]

Our story starts in a far-away country, where children hope for something special to happen to them. [Be sure to be standing near the 
children] they cross their fingers; they cross their toes; they even cross their eyes! But what exactly are they hoping for? they are hoping 
for someone to help them. And why do they need help? Because they come from families without money, which makes them sad—so sad 
that they frown and stick out their lower lip. [Make sure to get them to stick out those lower lips!] And because they don’t have any toys, 
and that makes them cry. And because they have never heard about God’s love, and that makes them wail loudly. they also need supplies 
like soap and toothpaste; when they sniff each other it nearly knocks them out! So who is going to help them?

[Move toward the family] Back here in America there is a family who wants to help, but they aren’t exactly sure how to help children who 
are so far away. Puzzled expressions appear on their faces as they try to come up with ideas for how to help. then they look confused and 
scratch their heads—then they begin to scratch each other’s heads! Suddenly they get a great idea and begin to jump up and down with 
joy! they find a shoe box [one family member pulls the shoe box to step forward, holding out the box] and decide to fill it with supplies 
for the children. So they take a trip to the store and pick up toys, toiletries, school supplies, candy, socks and shoes. [each family member 
should have at least one item in hand] the family puts all of these things into the shoe box. they even decide to write a letter to the child 
who will receive the shoe box. they write and write and write until their hands get really bad writer’s cramp. After that they gather together 
and pose for a picture. Say, “Cheese!”…say, “Shoe box!”…say, “Operation Christmas Child is a great way to both meet needs and share the 
gospel with millions of children and families around the globe!” [This last phrase is, of course, meant to be too much of a mouthful for 
them to be able to say]

During National Collection Week, the shoe box is dropped off at the local collection center by the family. Before leaving, the family waves 
goodbye to the box, who, of course, waves back. then the family starts blowing kisses to the box, which makes the box feel a tad awkward. 
they all go back to waving again, and the family finally leaves. the volunteer at the collection center gives the box a nice high five. they rub 
elbows, then they invent a wildly creative handshake. After that, the volunteer loads the shoe box onto a truck. [Loading onto a truck here 
means that the “shoe box” hops onto the “truck’s” back]

p Children (3-4)
p Family (3-4)
p  Shoe box  

(1 person, who will  
also hold a shoe box)

p Volunteers (2-6)

p Truck (1)
p Boat (1)
p  Various Modes of 

Transportation (up to 5)
p Local helpers (1-3)

p Some hard candy
p Pair of socks
p Pair of children’s shoes
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the truck takes the box to one of 6 processing centers around the nation. volunteers inspect the contents of the box. For good measure, they 
also decide to frisk the box, which makes the box giggle quite a bit. Once they are satisfied the box is properly packed, they load it onto a 
boat [box hops onto “boat’s” back] to begin the long trip to the children far away. Depending on where the box travels, it could also end up 
on a plane, a bicycle, a canoe, or even on a donkey or an elephant! [If you enlisted extra cast for the modes of travel, pause and direct the 
box to load onto the back of each mode of travel, which should walk a few feet over to the next mode of travel]

Once the box arrives in the village of the far away country, local helpers unload the box and give it a big bear hug. then all of the children 
gather to receive the gifts that were given by the family. they are so excited that they begin to make all kinds of happy sounds. they get 
louder…and louder…and LOuDER! Afterward they all gather to hear from the local helpers. As the children listen they learn all about Jesus, 
who is the real reason behind the success of Operation Christmas Child. As the children learn about Jesus, they get smiles on their faces. 
As a matter of fact, the family who sent the box gets big smiles on their faces, because they were able to watch the box’s progress online, 
and they just found out that it has arrived to the children. All of the volunteers along the way—including the truck, boat and other modes of 
transportation—smile, too, because of all that God has done through them. Everyone’s smiles get bigger…and bigger…and BIGGER. [Make 
sure everyone is smiling] Finally, they can’t contain themselves any longer and they begin to applaud God together. then they clap for each 
other, take a bow and have a seat.

World Prayer Card
God has called us all to care for orphans across the globe. And everyone can start with simple, heartfelt prayer. Cut out the card below and tape it to 
your refrigerator, bathroom mirror—anywhere that will remind you each day to pray that orphaned children will someday find their forever home. 
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Journey of a Shoe Box Melodrama
STORY (continued)
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Hi! I would like to introduce myself to you.
My name is ________________________________
and I am very glad to meet you.
I am ________ years old. 

Now if you look at a map of
our world, I’ve colored the
country where I live.  My 
shoe box has taken a
fantastic journey
to find you!

This is what I look like.

I live in the United States of America. 
I live in the state of ___________________, 
in the city of _______________________. 
If you look at the map, I live
in the state that 
is colored in.

�

   

ALL ABOUT ME
Here is a coloring page that you can print and cut out to go inside your shoe box to tell the child who receives your 
box more about you!
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�
There are lots of things I like.
My Favorite:
thing to drink is ____________________.
color is  _____________________________.
food is ______________________________.
thing to play is _____________________ .

My house looks like this.

When I have free time,
I like to _______________________________________.

I love Jesus because_________________________
______________________________________________            

____________________________________________.�

I hope you like the gifts I packed
for you. If you send me a letter to
this address, I will write you back
and we can become friends.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________�

In my family, I have
______  brothers
______  sisters
______  pets

���

color the 
pictures!

���

�
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